


Do you remember a picture (it really is

a picture!), painted - or rather written -
by the most powerful pen of our age,

and entitled The Woman of the Crowd?
In the window of a coffee house there
sits a convalescent, pleasureably absor-
bed in gazing at the crowd, and mingling,
through the medium of thought, in the

turmoil of thought that surrounds her.
[l

Finally she hurls herself headlong into
the midst of the throng, in pursuit of

an unknown, half-glimpsed countenance
that has, on an instant, bewitched her.
Curiosity had become a fatal, irrestist-

ible passion!






Albready as a bittle girl Twas fascinated by the-
beautiful bodies of men.

At the age of wine, 1 peered into the boys locker
room through a hole in the wall That s when 1
decided that 1wanted to be a boy-photographer.



In the old Ede pertiod, the pleasure quarters of Tokyo
were situated on the island of Yeshiwara, an area of
induigence that the Japanese called "ukiyo”, the
floaling weild, of (ie sad world. Here, arlisis of e
actors in their wood cut prints, so called ukiyo-e...
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WIILI THIS STORT DEGIIIS TOU Iriib I'lE. AITAIDA,
11 KADUNI-CIIO. SHIILJUKU. TIIE I'ODERIT DAT TOSII-
WARA. KADUKI-CHO IS HOrI1E TO I'ORE THAI 300
[IOST CLUDS, ESTADLISHITENTS WIERE WOITEH CAIl
RELAX II TIE COIMrAIY Or A IICE I'TAIl FOR A FEW
[IOURS. THE HOSTS ARE CONTEITTORARY GEISHAS,
FART-TITIE DOTTRICIIDS FOR REIMT. TIHEY DO IOT
SELL SEX, THETY SELL FEELIIGS.



I carne bere in search of sy rnuse, a
beautiful young rean who can inspire_
772y art so that I can create rmnasterpieces!
_Jozn rze, enter the floating world...
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- Can I'take a photo of you? 1;, |
' SRl VY "
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. Damn. But as a photo-

gmpheryou i to be able to take a no.



- What are these little boys doing here?
- Aren't they a bit too young for this?



- What are you doing?
- Catching.
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We are artists. She
I make ¢ rawfngs.
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(22) Dispiriting things -

[---/

It's even more dispiriting for a man when a woman fails
to visit him. And when the night has grown late at his
house and suddenliy he hears a subdued knock at the
gate, and with beating heart he sends to find out who
itis, only to have the servant return and announce the

name of some other, boring person, well the word
‘displiriting’ doesi't begin (6 cover i



—— g
W R R
._imw_iww.awl.ﬁ @&

e —




= he : o/ your
- No no no, we are not hostess




th guys who can speak english.
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- Two hours... 3000 yen each.
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- I'm stressed that they will discover this... ‘
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- She takes photos, and | make drawings.



while | was checking the tape. It loo



- Is that an offer?










a host can make a lot of money
if he is good at his job
he gets 30 procents worth
of what the woman buys for him
the more he drinks, the more he earns
























(32) The place known as Koshirakawa

[/

Counsellor Yoshichika was looking even finer than usual, in fact simply
marvellous. There he was, in the midst of these gorgeous colours, such
dazzling sheens of summer under-robes that there was no choosing among
them for beauty, and he was simplicity itself in his single cloak. He
kept looking across towards the ladies' carriages, and sending messages
over to them. Noone who saw him could have failed to find him delightful.

[/

How sad it was when Counsellor Yoshichika suddently took the tonsure
Lowards the end of that month. It 1s the way of the world that the
flowering blossoms should fall and scatter, but Yoshichika passed from
his brief glory even before 'the dew fell on him'.



- As a Swede it's impossible to say that one was better than the others.




- All of them did their best to be likeable. It's mean
to say that one was better than the others. Right?



 feel sorry for someone who i is more shy So should

| he not be chosen just because he's shy? It's not his fault.




She and her friends spent their nights in a desultory
progression from coffeeshop to bar to pachinko parlour
to coffee shop, again, with the radiant aimlessness of
the pure existential hero. They were connoisseurs of
boredom. They savoured the various bouquets of the
subtly differentiated boredoms which rose from the
long, wasted hours at the dead end of night.
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booth, renta wdeo Y erk offuin all your loneliness.






-Japaneseonly. .
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in the dally metamorphosis of external
things, there is a rapidity of movement
which calls for an equal speed of execu-
tion from the artist.

[/

she is the painter of the passing moment
G G an Uie SUGYSS LGS O SleiTuly wiat
it contains.
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- What is this pfacq-?} ormation ce e
- Onlyjapanese. Sorry. /










] youaanhavesexoryoumtal_ |






youcantakehispho
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-mbone. She. We thought that we can go. Butltisnotaheqo.










Wherever those deep, impefuous desires,
war, love, and gaming, are in full flood:
WIIEIEVEr ai'e Celevi'aied (e 1esivais aiid
fictions which embody these great elements
of happiness and adversity, our observer is
always punctually on the spof.
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- Apparently the host clubs open again at 5 in the morning.




- Who said that?
friend, by the name of Mr Fox.

- Our new
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- So this is their clubs.




- Yeah, but if you give us a host, an english
speaking host, maybe we give you some time.

e















- Fox went in there.
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- But what do your wife think about this job that you are doing?











































| speak as if he had no secrets from me.

Well, then, you must realize that | was suffering from
love and | knew him as intimately as | knew my own
image in a mirror. In other words, | knew him only

in relation to myself. Yet, on those terms, | knew him
perfeciiy. At times, | thought | was inventing him as |
went along, however, so you would have to take my
word forit that we existed.
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- Should we go and talk to him?He's Wa% at us to come er*\ i
. ™ : |












- He's licking inside my ear.
have too do this for the film. Come on. 3
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- Does he think we are gonna pay for that or does he just
want to relax after work? | don‘t understand the codes.






this city presents the foreigner with a mode
of life that seems to her to have the enigmatic
transparency, the indecipherable clarity, of a
dream. And it is a dream she could, herself,
never have dreamed. The stranger, the foreig-
ner, thinks she is in control; but she has been

precipitated into someone else's dream.
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— - Sweden, where are you from?

_. |









b [ﬂ@y ;@fg Isto make sureleverythinglisiekMNo
ﬁght weople are working, notjustlazing around.



- It's me, Jimmy. Open the door.

- :imnw? Ok.



\

- ‘ucan'tuse that camera in here, ok?
~ =0h, no. We're notusing it.




- Good evening.









HAPPY TO BE ALIVE AND NIGELY DRESSED






s

o=l actually don't have a plan rega

| ‘dﬁ covery. Let’s just have som|iore sake.












So [ suppose [ do not know how he really looked and, in fact,

[ suppose [ shall never know, now, for he was plainly an object
created in the mode of fantasy. His image was already present
somewhere in my head and [ was seeking fo discover if in
actuality, looking af every face [ met in case it was the right
face - that is, the face which corresponded fo my notion of

the unseen face of the one [ should love,




































- She has been drinking... Sleep.







- He's exploiting her. She comes here and
sleeps for hours and he's taking her money.



- | kinda like him... Guess he's been working here for a long time.




- I'm trying to film how he pours more alcohol into her.
D———



i
1 \ -

- He's more charming.
- It's because he's older. Why you don't want young guys: they're boring.



- He went backstage to pull coke... to be able to drink more.
- Yeah, he's rubbing his nose...







The dark side of society needs us, he said












So, although | thought | was the most romantic
spectacle imaginable as | wandered weeping
down the alleys, | was in reality at risk - | had
fallen through one of those holes life leaves in
it; these peculiar holes are the entrances to
the counters at which you pay the price of the

way you live.
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- Just taking phomdpeople?mdﬂ need that for?



eraijson?










TR ; ork with me, you can make a lot of money. |
verygooaeustomers. My regular customers, they like Mi
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utiwe tfon 't wanna do lap dance you know.
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- Japanese men?! They are feminmm here-and spend aot of
money. Sometimes my guests take off their pants, their dicks is like this!
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- Fucking boring. And they are w:y}a‘lb'm of blackmen. Very jéalous.
- (He's just trying to promote himself and his own dick...)
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-1 deal with women. They dance, they take good careof me. Imake
money from them. And | love them, because they make merich.



-Alongtfmeagomymumtoldme 'Vnyourllﬁe whereeve
you go, when women loves you, it's easy for you togetn’ch

.-.-






- You deal with them? We must take photos of the Yakuza!
- You don't take Yakuza's photo, they break your fucking camera.



—k)se motherfuckers are very aggressive.
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- - What do you wanna do with all'of this, video, photograpF
- The photos? But it's'like an a_{t project... "~
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- | wanna play around with you today.
- He wants to fuck us.
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Is there any ocoasion to matoh a moonlit night
for sending your thoughts winding to distant
places, and recalling past moments, their
SOLTOWE QLG JOYS Gl PISASUISS, &S 1 1V wels
today?
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the Kabukicho. bars are my living rcomd
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2 here.

- Jimmy, please come. The Swedish girls ar




- It's Tuesday. Do peop!e eally go outﬂt Tuesdays?
- You can't compare Kabukicho to other places. Here people drink every day.



- This is one of the richest men in Japan. He's the owner of this host club.
S






- It's good that we are boozing, so those who gave you the funding for
this project can see that we are using the money for what it's meant for.



- He kissed me. Unfortunately the camera did not catch that.




- Japanese mafia!







'm still in love... with you boy...
- I'm still in love... with you boy...

o




e

- One drink is 500 yen here, so we have to... d-d-drink at least six each.
- How do you think you can get a job in Jimmy's club if you
show up completely wasted?! Pull yourself together!
















itwas as it there was a glass between me and the world.
But | could see myself perfectly well on the other side of
the glass. There | was, walking up and down, eating meals,
having conversations, in love, indifferent and so on. But all

the time | was pulling the strings of my own puppet;
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- Suddenly he's like: "I can't touch you'. And I'm like: 'Why?"
Yeah, ‘cause Joe has told him that he's not allowed to touch me.




- He says: | fixed you up with a man, and I'm doing this just to be nice.
He did not say that it was a fat old granpa! He said it was a rich man.



- So he says: When he comes up to you and asks what you want to drink,
Jjust say champagne. If you do that you can earn 300 dollars this morning.
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versation, wearing a cloak in the cherry-
blossom combination with undersleeves
displayed.






- If I'm going to buyagty, |
and the dog has to have a cutelittle tong




- | brought all the Nigerians here. M‘rateva;theydo, | have done it.
- Aha! So you're the papa.



: =
- What did | tell you today? How many hosts have we photographed? We've
been boozing all night! Pull yourself together, you're the camerawoman!



/
- All these fuckers are just trying stle us up for money.
- How much are you girls?



- Tell me what you people are doing here?



- It’s illegal to take peoples pictures.
- What? How? lllegal?






- Is this your club?



- Yeah, Iwan'té

- The only thing | care about is how I look.












- It depends. It depends on you. As ” )g as you
know how to flirt... Not true flirting, just acting.






-y

- Do you think she injected something in her lips? Should | do that too?
- Yeah, | think you should - | just haven't told you before.



- Can | take a photo of you?
- No no, don't take picture!



- Tell me the story. Where dﬁ you come from?
- But, money counts. Of course you have to buy my story.



- No, but I'm poor. Real artists are always poor.



- How much do we get paid?
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- We dance with clothes or without clothes?

l-’-. e



- It's twenty to five. Now is when our fat chances on cute little guys turn up.
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- Everyone's just trying to mak he ney on us...



N Y /
- Yeah, and it's always like: They: bagelteally hot
chicks, but they are just not there at'the moment.




inggto sell us, you're
their hot girls.
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- Whj’ does he want to shov :
- Yakuza...



-
4

- If you fuckin do anything with this film they will fuck you up.
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- Our friend from the other country'Says this is a bit dangerous.
- They are always saying it's dangerous. These are just kids.




- Good luck with the hustling, ¢

ee you later.


















(72) Our apartments in the [bn(g room -

f=of

"Why do you hasten thus to relinquish this nighte”
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- I wish | can go along with you guys selean give yollisiiy ! massage.
-Awhat?




- You can make use of n;y ong
use of my finger, you can make Us




- If you have a rope, you can tie m
the way you want. Don't pay me any i




\

- But the only thing | want to do itake

- We take picture there :'nskh;-' lot o
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- You are not gonna show DEOL
- No, I'm not showing it 6 ‘anyone.

lure?




. 4
F

‘J

- Baby, listen, give me your number and I'll callyou back later:
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spectator, it is an immense joy to set up house in the heart
of the multitude, amid the ebb and flow of movement, in
the midst of the fugitive and the infinite. To be away from
home and yet to feel oneself everywhere at home; to see
the world, to be at the centre of the world, and yet to remain

hidden from the world /.../



p

- We don't want to be strippers. We made up our mind, finally.




- You want some boy that make you happy? Japanese boy?




-No... look... that's the worlds saddest sarariiman.




o, you can't do that.

- The police is coming for him. If you wak




- But how did he end up like that?




- Someone humiliated hfma“ d p pants
- | don't know. This just makes me sad







- | wanna take a photo of the guy with thelgreeighe if; the little one.
- That is no host. That is mafia. He's gonna break that camera for you.




- Before you take photo with the yakuza you have to ask them.
- We ask everyone. | didn't take a photo of the guy with the dick.




's go have fun.
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- The police is coming, let's go.



- Do you speak engli




'h "h- )

- What are you doing here at six o'clock in the morning? In shorts.




OrT can save sorme people
Dur ir can nor save evervone



Bl i e
T *iWBE’F—xE“

l . LI
-
L]




- She has a bag for 7000 and a cell for 5000...




- I've been in Japan for 15 years. She took drugs. They like to take drugs.




- There's not much we can do.







- I'm pissed cause you didn't let me film the police crackdown on the mafia.
- That could've been a nice turning point, when the police gets mad at you.




- You have to understand one thing: We have no money, we
have no contacts, we have nothing. The only thing we have is...




-...our fat asses.
- ...that we dare to do things that noone else dares to do.



And sO away she goes, hurrying, searching.
But searching for what?

/.../ ceaselessly journeying across the great
human desert /.../

She makes it her business to extract from
fashion whatever element it may contain

of poetry within history, to distil the eternal
from the transitory.
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s As an artist, or doEum " r
to hang o:%ne, wika p . peaple let go of the:r barriers.




o

e

-And %sent with your o”amer:a 2
Li rister Stromholm would have said.
% 3 SE8
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- Thats hoﬁ y"du get to the tlmimout the human being.















.
%










HOW COULD HE AFFORD NOT TO
CAPITALLIZE ON HIS JOUTH™?















4 kid. He's sweet, buthe'sha baby.
Shad? H_eg 's totally high.
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1, Amanda, alien to the worid,
yet franticaliy busy taking part
in every bitofit. Athome as |
was ever, in this homelessness.






- Money smiles.
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- But what the fuciltion't want to!!
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How far can | go for ari?






;
R

- Is the business going bad now after the catastrophe and the tsunami?

- Yeah yeah, after the tsunami it was bad.
P






- This is the heart of Japan, Kabuki-cho.






- Do you take the whole thing at once?
- Yeah. One love.



R

- You can make 500 dollars or more a night.






- Champagne. This ong-now is 150 000 yen. ($1800)



- Who are these customers anyway who have so much money? Yakuza?
- Men make money to enjoy themselves. It's only poor men who don't enjoy.



.
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- You will never get drunk. The customer will get drunk.
- And then he spends more.



‘.(,,,_,
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| mmm—

- But he can be touching you. If customer wants... Of course!
- Ha ha ha! How else do you expect to make such an amount?



- All this is acting. ‘Hey, come on baby, | haven't seen
such a handsome man like you before'. We are all actors.



*

&

4

s



Will I ever find my muse in this labyrinth,
that whispers of wasted youth and lost innocence?



- They do the same Job agilis
-So'it’s like an information ceater















- Are there no host that can speak english?
- No no no. Communication. Just japanese.
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- Yakuza. See? Japanese maﬁa.'Someane walked into
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- They have a tan, and wear shorts and short hair.




- So there are 4 categories of men in these streets: hosts, \
sarariimen (who are the customers), barkers, and yakuza.



Many hosts retire around the age of 28, when their
beauty has faded after years of drinking. Some
become contracted navigators who fish these streets
for customers they can lead to a club of choice.
























(20) The sliding panels that close off the north-east...

[===/
Despite their protestations. some of the senior gentle-
women managed to produce two or three poems on spring

themes such as blossoms and so forth-. and then my turn
came. I wrote down the poem:

With the passing years

My years grow old upon me
yvet when I see

this lovely flower of spring
I forget age and time
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can speak english.
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- Is this like Nigerians against Yakﬁ or what?



ok?

4% . 1s 3000 yen for 9













s beauty addictive?
And if it is, would that be-
a good or a bad thing?
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- Which do youlike... men? Which type?
- What type of men? What are the types that | can choose from?

.
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- We like host type. *






bfl
f’ ~

yozlbeen workmg in lms profession? g ,
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- Yesterday, | was guzzling sake. Very very tired.
But today, beautiful girl. Fantastic. Happy.










































Toruglot I talked to some other customery.
When thetr club closes late at nught they
need lo relax. So they bring the cash they
golfrom the sararimen and drink it away



'have more and more old loves that you
- Yeah, | liked him most because he looked like my first love from Kenya.
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- The ones that are not asg e, like the one with the
undershot, he has to be funny to win the women. It is so cruel.



- No no, we like the older ones.




- You like thé older, because ngre expe
- The young guys are just smfy They v how to talk to ladies.
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- "Just tell them if you want younger guys."”
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i No: We don't want th&young. We wantﬂ?:?'tu men -
around 28-ish. The old worn out 28-year-olds... Ha ha
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But now it is evening.
1UiS that strange, equivocal nour wnen ne
curtains of heaven are drawn and cities light up.
/.../ and each one hastens to the place of
her choice to drink the cup of oblivion.
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- Are you giris still on board?



- Maybe. (Let's shove off?)

- We can go to my club, you can drink for free. We hang there together.



- This is my club.
- This one...?



- But they are so naked the girls! They have to dress like that?
- No no no, just to attract customers. You have to put on some sexy wear.



=3

- The customers, they will be embarrassed.
- Just open the door and show us how it looks like.



- The women that work here, where are they from?
- We have phillipinos, black girls, japanese, russian.



- If you speak japanese very well, they might think you have been
here a long time. And had many boyfriends. They don't like that.



- We black guys, if | see you in the street | can stop you and
talk to you. Japanese can not do that. They are too shy.



-

-

- The way you looks, this is japanese type. Your stature. This is
what they need. I'm here a long time. So | know what they need.






- We don't have any white ladies now. So we want to
hire, employ white ladies. So this is your chance.



s

- | heard that there are a lot of gangsters in this area. Is it like that?
- You are working with me, don't fear. We have to protect you.



- But we saw some of them was fighting in the street yesterday.
- Each club have an amount that they pay every month.



- There's no problem with Yakuza in Kabukicho right now. Everything is quiet.



- In this type of business, when customer comes, he likes
to touch girl. So that he will be willing to spend that money.



- We don't let customer start to rough-handling you. Likewise,
if you get drunk, customer may take good advantage of you.
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- He can touch, ok. You cannot shout at him. But you can promise
him after he spend good money for you he can take you to hotel.



- That is just game. Everything is just mouth. After
he spent that money, we take care of you girls.



- The place you are staying in now is too expensive. We can
get you an apartment that is very cheap here in Kabuki-cho.






- If you get a nice japanese man, can you marry him? For your papers
- If he's a beautiful host. With long hair...



- Those guys can not do that. Cause they are doing that for business.
They have many girls. Even if you ask for sex, they cannot sex you.



- Go and drink with him. He's gonna buy you a drink.
- Yeah, | wanna drink with you. Come on. I'll take care of you.



-Amanda. Call me later. Ok?
- Of course. Ciao.



it is~ perhaps. a better thing to be
valued only as an object of passion
than never to be valued at all. /.../
He found mea I think.s inexpressibly
exotic. But I often felt like a

female impersonator.
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You must be content only with glimpses of our
outlines, as if you had caught sight of our
reflections in the looking-glass of somebody

else’s house as you passed by the window.

His name was not Taro. I only called him Taro...












- Let’s go drinking, ok?






- You wanna go to karaoke?






- How did we end up here? He's fiddling with my hair. It's kind of... No!
- You have good smell...



- No. You told us we were going to karaoke. Not to
pay 3000 to sit and drink tea for half an hour.



- You can not leave. You gonna have to pay.
- Can | talk to her? Can | talk to my friend?



- Call the police - do it!
-He'sgonnado it...



- It was damn unpleasant to be locked in, | must say...
- Yeah, | understand.



(68) Things that can‘t be compared -

Summer and winter. Night and day. Rainy days
and sunny days. Laughter and anger. Old age and
youth. White and black. People you love and
those you hate. The man you love and the same
man once you've lost all feeling for him seem

like two completely different people. /—/



- | don't think they will blacklist us in Kabuki-cho because of this... and |
don't think the Chinese dude has any relations with the Yakuza. Right?
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found, or that are - or are not - to be found; or
the lover of pictures who lives in a magical society
of dreams painted on canvas. /.../









-Do
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-Four...







- Sexy. Sexy.

- "Sexy" he says. Aren't you happy? Guess noone told you that before right?















- All the chicks are left to themselves... Lonely women,”
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- No no, not many customers. | ‘t have no cus /









4

2

<

25

- Shit... she must be rich as fuck.






- | still want you by my side, just to help me dry the tears that | cried
-Istillmtyoubymyside,justmhelgmedryﬂwtaarsthatlcried
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- And I'm sure gonna iw; you a try, and if you want I'll try to love again
- And I'm sure gonna give you a try, and if you want I'll try to love again



- The first cut is the deepes
- The first cut is the deepest









- She's my customer.









- Worki | '
- How impolite! He's so wasted he can't even actlikehecmsmm



(160) Things that are far yet near -

Paradise.
The course of a boat.
Relations between men and women.


















- | hope you come back. I'm here every day. I'm waiting for you.



- And you work until 7 in the morning?



- Thank you. Weﬂi Ii "’“

- You are welcome.
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- Look, she bought two bottles of champagne. Hobw?i chﬂi'e tlie y?

- About 10 000 kronor each... (¥150 000, $1 500)



(252) The thing about someones face that's particularly
fine always makes you think, ‘ah how delightfull How
special’' no matter how many fimes you see it. Pictures,
on the other hand, cease 1o atfract the eve if you see
them a number of fimes. The painting on a screen that
Sialids Ciose by, 101 exainirie, iay e ausiulew
marvellous, but you never pay if any attention. But
people's appearance really is endlessly attractive.









on. What's your number?
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- The hand i 9. And
e 'some is only gglee




these streets shout my name;
Amanda!
this is where you belong, anonymous
in this stream of unfullfilled desires
reborn at dusk
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- He said sorry. So everythihg is fine, he can'pa

- That's what he thinks. But it's not for free! Nothing is for free in Kabukicho.







as if in a celebration of the things they feared,
they seemed to have made the entire city info
a cold hall of mirrors which continually proliferated

whole galleries of constantly changing appearances,
all marvellous but none tangible.

































Man 1S quite witihln Jis rigats, inceed ne
is even accomplishing a kind of duty, when
he devotes himself to appearing magical and
supernatural; he has to astonish and charm
us; as an idol, he is obliged to adorn

himself in order to be adored.


















110820
summer here is hot and humid

we are coming to a point where
we can not afford our lifestyle
if we want to stay












- They have no chicks here...
- | bring you new girl!



- Russia? Romania? Cute...
- Do | have to sit with the fattest?! | prefer the ski



- These old men don't have money and they want us to shove off.
- Look at the one who is lying down. Film him.



- I'm gonna photograph them.
- -Ildon't think they want that...



m the photo...
is gri



- Let's get out of here.



- Excuse me!
- Yes?




- You ruin our work.
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- How much for the photo?
- He thinks he can buy the photo. Never!







1

- It's not so nice to be trapped behind thek
- But anyway, we got out.
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e not nice to them they w:ﬁ*-be p‘!SSEd A?rd if aﬂ |
the Nigerians here are. pfssed with us we have a probfem* ‘



ng is, we are not that desperate, we don't want an old
to sit and touch our ass and tits, to get 1000 kronor.



- It's easy to e
dollars a nig






(111) Things that lose by being painted -

Pinks. Sweet flag. Cherry blossom. Men and women
described in tales as looking splendid.

(112) Things that gain by being painted -

Mountains pauiis.






- Here's the one who can speak english.




- Do you remember me?













- They don't get what you?e saying.







- Don't you get tired of all the womeniﬂ g




- By the time I'm off, I'm tired.
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- You wanna drink? If you want. 1500 yen. One hour.
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- Service, he says.
- It's rolling, right?







- He says he works every day.










- And what did you do today?
- Eemm... Just sleeping. Because... | was hangover from yesterday.






how far does a pretence of feeling.
maintained with absolute convictions

become authentic?









-Maybeywcangetarwmn Mayg;ouhavewomany
- Actually | haven 't had a boyfriend for three years.







-1 kind of like him.
D



- When you went to the bathroom he asked me if | wanted to
go to a love hotel with him... | told him | don‘t have money.



- He was like "I don't have money either, but
maybe it doesn't have to cost anything".







- You should hook him up now. Just d\
- Yeah... But it doesn't feel so relaxed when



&Wou talking about? | can't understand...



- She thinks you are cute.
- Really?






...the intangible reflections of ourselves
we saw in one another's eyes, reflections
of nothing but appearances, in a city
dedicated to seeming, and, try as we might
to possess the essence of each other's

otherness, we would inevitably fail.
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- Are you working until seven in the mo,
- Yeah, two more hours.






He inserts a 10 000 yen bill into a hole in the wall.
The door opens automatically. The room is small
and furnished with a big bed, a desk and a large
tv. No windows. There are disposable packages
on the table, | have to ask him which one is the
soap. By the bed; karaoke microphones, napkins,

condoms. In the ceiling; a mirror.



The mirror distilled the essence of all the encounters of
strangers whose perceptions of one another existed only
in the medium of the chance embrace, the accidental.
During the durationless time we spent making love, we
were not ourselves, whoever that might have been, but
in some sense the ghosts of our ourselves. But the selves
we were not, the selves of our own habitual perceptions
of ourselves, had a far more insubstantial substance than

the reflections we were.



Therefore | dressed rapidly and ran away as soon as it was light
outside, that mysterious, colourless light of dawn when the
hooded crows fiap out of the temple groves to perch on the
telegraph poles, cawing a baleful dawn chorus to the echoing

boulevards empty, now, of all the pleasureseekers.






The day after, he calls me. He wants to meet
me again. But Amanda does not live in Kabuki-
che anymoie. Shie hias Tiown ofT (0 other dis-
tant exotic places, in search of new projects
that can satisfy the demands of the growing
video art-market.

| will wait for you, he says. 'l will wait for you'.
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